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Petilian, the ex-lawyer, was the leader of the schismatics, and the f conference' was little more than a warm encounter between him and Augustine. He first claimed that the period assigned in the emperor's decree had elapsed before the date of the conference, but Marcellinus rejected his difficulty. Then he claimed that, the Catholics having demanded the conference, the Donatists, as defendants, had a legal right to discuss the character of the plaintiffs. This was met by the production of a petition for a conference which the Donatists had presented in 406. However, Petilian was eager to discredit his great rival by reviving the old calumny of the philtre. After a nervous duel with Augustine—Marcellinus interfering in such a way that the distinguished prelate said, rather profanely : ' You take good care to defend them, by God !'—he hissed out the question that burned on his lips : ' Who ordained you ?' Another bishop added, amidst great uproar (little Alypius meanwhile demanding that the noise be put on the records), the Pauline depreciation of mere learning : c Though ye have ten thousand pedagogues, yet not many fathers.' Augustine shirked the question at first ; but as it was repeated from all sides, he at length boldly